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- The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tue Comedy of Old Maids drew a full attendance to this Theatre, 
last night, and elicited general applause. Popping the Question fol- 
lowed, in which Mrs. Glover, Mrs. Tayleure, and Mr.W.Farren, caused 
much laughter by their excellent acting. O’Keefe’s Musical Farce of 
The Poor Soldier concluded. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Axout thirty years ago a Comedy, called The School of Reform, 
written by Morton, one of the most successful authors of that period, was 
enjoying an almost unprecedented run at Covent Garden Theatre. It 
was considered ennobling in its sentiment and witty in its Comedy. All 
the world flocked to see and admire it. The acting of Emery, as Robert 
Tyke, is even yet talked of by our sires as something to be remembered 
as an era in their lives. Last night this once popular Comedy was re- 
vived at this Theatre, and when the curtain fell there was very little ap- 
plause. To what, we cannot fail to enquire, is this change attributable ? 
“ To the want of sufficiently good performers to do it justice,” we think 
we hear some white-headed gentleman sitting in the dress boxes remark. 
And in this answer he may be partly correct. But the truth is that the 
change of men’s habits and manners since the period of its production 
has chiefly wrought the difference. Men cannot now endure the senti- 
mentalism of a former age, nor appreciate the grandiloquent appeals to 
their feelings concerning “the protection of female innocence,” or re- 
marks teaching the fact that “ virtue has its own reward.” Stripping this 
Comedy of its verbose seriousness, we can pleasantly enjoy the comic 
portion of it, laughing at its strong practical jokes and amusing equivoques. 
The acting last night was unequal. Mr. Webster, without doubt, stood 
out in bold relief from the rest ; his portraiture of Zyke was both power- 
ful and natural; in this particular line it is that we think Mr. Webster, 
always a good actor, especially excels. His FarmerAshfield is not more 
genuine than is his Robert Tyke. His transition from the hardened re- 
probate and returned convict to. the happy and repentant country lad was 
effected and sustained with consummate skill. He was loudly applauded. 
Mrs. Stirling and Mr. Vining, as M>. and Mrs. Ferment, were ad- 
mirable ; indeed these three personations were those only to which we can 
conscientiously award our unqualified praise. No wonder that Ferment 
should quarrel with such a wife for not speaking, when she could speak 
in such fascinating tones as her lovely representative of last evening. 
Mr. Vining threw into his character a vivacity and heartiness that made 
it perfectly refreshing. He gave with irresistible effect the appeal 
to his wife, “ Won't you say, yon won’t say good hye?” The performers 
were generally very imperfect, more particularly Mr. H. Wallack, whose 
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part was wholly sustained by the prompter. As this gentleman has latterly 
deemed it quite unnecessary to remember a line of any of his parts, we 
must admonish him of the necessity of a more careful study, or the au- 
dience may supply a disagreeable stimulant to him.—There was a very 
good house. . 

Or.ympic.—A new and original Comedietta, in three acts, entitled The 
Maid of Biscay, the principal characier of which will be supported by 
| Mrs. Waylett, will be produced this evening for the first time. My 
Unele’s Card, Cousin Peter, and a Burlesque Burletta, entitled Zhe 
Area Sylph, are the other entertainments. On Monday next, a new 
Farce, entitled Angels and Lucifers, will be produced here. Principal 
characters by Messrs. G. Wild, Halford, Miss Lebatt, &c. An original 
Drama, by Leman Itede, is also in preparation, and will be produced on 
Monday, November Ist. 











| Fashionable ‘Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me-—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
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enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- + 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. real 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- | 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They { 


dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to Messrs. Cocks & Co., Musicsellers to the Queen, for Musard’¢ 
admirable Quadrilles of Napoleon, Volichinelle, Krakoviack, Cent Suisse, Le Ren- 
dez vous de Chasse, Lucrezia de Borgia, La Grande Bretagne, aud get from these 
enterprising gentlemen a list of all the new works by Lanner, Labitzky, Strauss, 
Santos, and Czerny,—it may be had gratis ! 

Thursday, took a peep at the ' THAMES TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
Srom nine o’clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
‘Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Call upon Messrs. Jackson Biockiey and Co., 96, New Bond Street, near Ox- 
ford-street, for the new music by J. Blockley, author of ‘ Love not,’ &¢e.—just pub- 
lished—‘ Beautiful Spring,’ (ballad,) ‘ Sleep Baby sleep,’ ‘ Last song of Sappho,’ 
* Love seeking a Lodging,’ and purchase likewise the favorite duets of ‘ List to the 
Convent Bells,’ ‘ The Moorish Evening Drum,’ ‘ Thoughts of Home,’ new edition 
of ‘ My Childhood’s Home,’ ‘ The Flower Girl‘s song,‘ * The Wind and the Beam. 

Afterwards called at EMMeEtt’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 

needies with the vreatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 
___ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de: 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.--PAUL PRY. 
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This Evening, (8th Time) a New pe in Five Acts, hy JAMES 
SHERIDAN KNOWLES, eutitled 


OLD MAIDS 


The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELLs« 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 


Sir Philip Brilliant, Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Master Blount, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Sr eee Mr HARLEY, 
Thomas Blount, MrG. VANDENHOFF, 
eee errr ee ere eT Mr WALTER LACY, 
| Stephen, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 
; Jacob, Mr WIGAN, Bernard, Mr AYLIFFE, 
| Harris, Mr HONNER, 
> William, Mr KERRIDGE, Peter, Mr COLLETT, 
as Lady Blanche, Madame VESTRIS, 
Lady Anne...... ea eercaeeen Mrs NISBETT, 
Mistress Blount, Mrs W. WEST, 
Charlotte, Mrs HUMBY, Jane, Miss LEE, 














To conclude with, Sheridan’s Dramatic Piece of 


THE CRITIC! 


Sie Fretful Plagiary, Mr W. FARREN 
Puff, Mr C. MATHEWS, Sneer. Mr COOPER, 
Dangle, Mr HiMMING, ’MrsDangle, MrsW. WEST, 
Characters in the Tragedy. 

Don Ferolo Whiskerandos, Mr HARLEY, 
Bail of LAMNRR inc s .s-c0eesenves Mr J BLAND, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Mr MEADOWS, 

SirC. Hatton,MrBRIN DAL, Governor,MrF.Matthews, 
Muster of theHorse, MrGranby, .Beefeater,MrPayne, 
Lord Burleigh, Mr Aylifte, 


Tilburina,MrsORGER, Confidante,MrsTA YLEURE 
| Ast Niece, Miss LEE, 2nd Niece, Mrs EMDEN, 








To- -morrow, Old Maids, Popping ‘the Gace, ‘a Stine of hehind, 


Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


THIS EVENING, 


PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 


Conductor, M.MUSARD 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 
Solo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &c. 


PROGRAMME. 

















PART I. 
Overture .... Jlitaliana in Algieri .... Rossini 
Waltz ten Somnambula awn Strauss 
Quadrille .... La ReineCatarina .. Musard 
Overture, “a Freischutz ee Weber 


Cuadrille on the ‘“* Septuor of Beethoven,” - Musard 


Solo, Ophycleide, M. Prospere. 


Quadrille .... La Reine Victoria’ . Musard 
(Dedicated to the Queen of England.) 


PART Il. 
Overture o* oe Zampa - Herold 
Quadrille .... I.aChasse acourre .... Musard 
With Solos Clarionet, Flageolet, Cornet a Pistons, Trombone, 


Ophycleide and Trumpet, M. M.Lazarus, Collinet, Laurent,Jun. 
Mason, Prospere and Muller. 


First Grand Fantasia from the Opera of ‘ Lucia di 


Lamermoor,’ bss his Donnizetti 
Violoncello Obligato, Monsieur PILET. 
Cornet a Pistons Obligato, Mr. LAURENT, Jun. 


Overture .. Le Cheval de Bronze .. Auber 
Quadrille oe Venise ea Musard 


Galop Final cece er cece Musard 
Admission, One Shilling, 


Doors Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
terminates at Eleven. 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. THomas, 26, Russell Court, 
Brydges-st., Covent Garden.—All Letters to be post paid.— Printing in General. 
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